
Our Lost Condition and Our Last Position

Ephesians 2:1-6

Introduction:
I. What We Were in the Past – Dead to God - 2:1-3
A. The Condition Described – 1
“And ﻿﻿you ﻿﻿who being dead in trespasses and sins, {the words, “He made alive” do not occur until v.5.}
1. The Meaning of “dead”
The word “dead” νεκροὺς means “dead,” But:

· We walked around, so, not physically dead.

· We made decisions, so, not volitionally dead.

· We loved and hated, so, not emotionally dead.
· We were separated from God, that’s it-  

· We were spiritually dead.
Like Adam and Eve – Gen. 3:17

“Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil ﻿﻿you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it ﻿﻿you ﻿﻿shall surely ﻿﻿die.” 

Question: Did Adam die that same day?
Answer: Yes / No
Question: Did he die physically? 

Answer: No - He lived 930 years; Not volitionally or emotionally either.
Believing is a volitional thing. Man is not volitionally dead. So, Paul is not saying that the unbeliever has to be regenerated before he can believe. Otherwise we have to revise John 3:16 to read:

“Whoever has eternal life believes.” Rather than the way it reads: “Whoever believes has eternal life.”
Next time, we will talk about whether, “God gives the unbeliever faith so that he can believe.” 
Note: God does open hearts – Acts 16

“Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple from the city of ﻿﻿Thyatira, who worshiped God. ﻿﻿The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul.”
She heard the gospel and she and her household believed and were baptized. 
2. The Cause of the Death –

Not “trespasses and sins”.

When you witness, do you say, “Did you ever tell a lie?” If he says, “Yes, I have told a lie,” Do you say, “See, that makes you a sinner.” It does show that He is a sinner, but we don’t want to give the impression that his act of sin made him a sinner.
Romans 5:12

“Therefore, just as ﻿﻿through one man sin entered the world, and ﻿﻿death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned— “
All sinned in Adam, our seminal (seed) head. We were in Adam; so, when he sinned, we sinned. Therefore, we are born sinners.
Psalm 51:5  
﻿
 “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me.”
Paul says that they were dead, in trespasses and sins - 

Trespasses παραπτώμασιν = stepping over the line - i.e. going too far.
Sins - ἁμαρτίαις = falling short - i.e. not going far enough.
He does NOT say that they were dead because of their trespasses and sins. We are not sinners because we sin. We sin because we are sinners.
B. The Condition Delineated – 2:2-3
1. Walked in the ways of this world – 2:2a
This world (κόσμοs) = a world order. Cosmetics – bringing order out of Chaos.
This world order is a system which leaves God out. Unbelievers follow the lifestyles of other unbelievers; the “worldly standards” of the day. They don’t follow God, but they do have a leader.
2. Walked Under the Rule of Satan.
a. The Prince of the Power of the Air.
His Other Titles:
1) Evil one – I John 5:19
“The whole world is under the control of the evil one” 

2) Tempter – I Thessalonians 3:5 

“lest by some means the tempter had tempted you, and ﻿﻿our labor might be in vain.” 
3. Ruler of this World – John 12:31
“Now is the judgment of this world; now ﻿﻿the ruler of this world will be cast out.” 
4. He is the god of this Age – 2 Corinthians 4:4
“whose minds ﻿﻿the god of this age ﻿﻿has blinded, who do not believe, lest ﻿﻿the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, ﻿﻿who is the image of God, should shine on them.” 

5. Accuser of the Brethren –

“Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, ﻿﻿“Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, ﻿﻿who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down.” (Revelation 12:10)

b. The One who Works in the Sons of Disobedience.
Don’t be too quick to blame the unbeliever when he refuses the Gospel. Satan and his minions are working night and day to keep him from believing. He is doublely blinded by sin by Satan

2 Corinthians 4:4

﻿“whose minds ﻿﻿the god of this age ﻿﻿has blinded, who do not believe, lest ﻿﻿the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, ﻿﻿who is the image of God, should shine on them.”
3. Walked According to our Passions – 2:3a
“among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in ﻿﻿the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind,”
It is not only the Gentiles who walked like this. Paul says. “we all” walked this way.  He knew Isaiah 53:6 – from the Jewish Scriptures.
“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and the Lord ﻿﻿has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”
The “flesh” refers to man under the dominion of sin. After all, God made that body, it was good at that time. Man ruined it. Paul is referring to what man does with the body of flesh.
4. Man was Walking Under the Wrath of God – 2:3b
“and ﻿﻿were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.”
Divine love demands divine wrath. God’s righteousness demands that He be hostile to all that is evil. Without divine wrath, love is mere sentimentality.
II. What We Are in the Present – 2:4-6

A. God Made Us Alive – 2:4-5 
1. God is the Author of the Change – 2:4
a. He is Rich (πλούσιος) in Mercy.
Rich conveys an endless supply of mercy. Since Jesus died billions have come for and found mercy, and the supply has not dwindle at all - 

“Though millions have come, there’s still room for one. Yes, there’s room at the cross for you.”
b. God has Loved us with Great Love (ἀγάπην).
Using a noun that is a form of the verb, this makes the statement very strong.

2. We are Not Worthy of the Change – 
Dead in trespasses 
· We could not do anything
· We were not asked to do anything

God gave us life from the dead. At this point, Paul breaks into his train of thought with a few words of praise. His thought processes are headed toward the great truth of vv. 8 and 9. But he can hold it back no longer,
“By Grace You Have Been Saved”

He was chained to a soldier who probably jumped out of his skin at Paul’s enthusiasm. The verb “have been saved” is a perfect tense, which means that they are in a present permanent state of salvation as a result of a past action.
They have been and they are now saved.
B. We Are Raised Up – 2:6a

“We are raised out of our death to newness of life.”
This is pictured by water baptism - 
﻿﻿
Colossians 2:12-13

“buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through ﻿﻿faith in the working of God, ﻿﻿who raised Him from the dead. And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,”
C. We Seated in Heavenly Places – 2:6b
“We are seated with Him in heavenly places,”

Positionally - The people he described above were not even worthy of notice here on the earth, (Hebrews 11:35-38) but in heaven they are seated with the Son of God.

Positionally - to be with Him until the time for the Kingdom reign when they will go with Him to the earth and reign with Him during the Millennium and, then, forever.

This is the third time we have seen “heavenly places”in Ephesians:
1:3 – “who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.”
1:20 – “He raised Him from the dead and ﻿﻿seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places.”
2:5 – “Here we are seated with Him in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”
Conclusion:

Paul has told us what we were and what He has given us. Lest someone get a swelled head, in the next 3 verses he is going to tell us Who gets the credit for the entire transaction.


















